Government of Himachal Pradesh
Department of Forests.

No. FFE-B-F (1)-3/2010. Dated 2" June, 2010.
T H

The Governor of Himachal Pradesh is pleased to frame

the Rescue & Release Guidelines in respect of Wild Animals in the

State of Himachal Pradesh as contained in Annexure-I.
These guidelines will come into force with immediate

effect.
By order
Avay Shukla
Addl. Chief Secretary (Forests) to the
Govt. of Himachal Pradesh.
Endst No. As above Dated, Shimla-2, the 2" June, 2010.

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to :

1. The Pr. Chief Conservator of Forests, HP Shimla-1.
e Pr. C.C.F.(WL) ~cum-CWLW, HP Shimla-1.
3. Spl. Secy-cum~Pr. P.S, to Chief Minster, H.P.
4. All Addl. Pr. CCF/CCFs/CFs in HP.
5. All the DFOs in HP.
6. The Controller, Printing & Stationary, HP, Shimla-171005 for
publication in the Rajpatra.
7. Guard File.

B

Deputy Secretary(Forests) to the
Govt. of Himachal Pradesh,
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Rescue and Release Guidelines of Wild Animals
Himachal Pradesh Forest Department
2010 :
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1. Introduction
Himachal Pradesh, a North Western Himalayan state falls within one of the
Biodiversity Hotspots is also an important Western Himalayas Endemic Bird Area.

The state has immense importance in terms of conserving Wildlife. Because of the
high forest cover in the State and interdispersal of forests and human habitations,
human- wildlife interactions are inevitable. Commonly, wildlife species like black
bear, leopard, rhesus macaque come into conflict with people requiring Forest
Department’s intervention. Every year there are numerous cases of animal and bird
species that are found orphaned, sick, injured, displaced, trapped, abandoned,
and/or lying in illegal possessions.

In the absence of any State level guidelines for rescue and release of such animals -
that are often healthy and fit, they remain in the Zoo/rescue centres for their rest of
the life. In captivity the general well being of these animals is compromised and
creates an unnecessary drain on financial resources of the government. The objective
of these guidelines is to provide a good assessment on the requirements of wild
animals which are in need of medical/supportive care and those involved in conflict

situations and devise appropriate strategies to deal with them. |

2. Rescue
2.1 Definition ;

Rescue of a wild animal is only to take into control of an animal that cannot survive
on its own in the wild. This includes injured, snared animals and those trapped in
the people’s habitation in cases of conflict. Wild animals that are only “encountered
or seen” do not fall under the purview of this definition. For example, a black bear
encountered in an abandoned shed does not need rescue. It should be allowed to

escape after making sure that no person can cause harm fo it.

2.2 Legal Provisions
Amendment to Section 11 of the Wildlife Protection Act states “Provided
further that no such captured animal shall be kept in captivity unless the

Chief Wild Life Warden is satisfied that such animal cannot be 1
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rehabilitated in the wild and the reasons for the same are recorded in
writing.” In Himachal Pradesh, all Divisional Forest Officers of Wildlife &
Territorial Divisions have been declared Wildlife Wardens under section 4 of Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972. The responsibility of rescue & release of wild animals rests

with Wildlife Wardens in their respective jurisdiction.

" 3. Guidelines _

The following guidelines are framed to provide to field functionaries directions for
adopting rescue procedures in Himachal Pradesh. These guidelines are formulated
using presently available knowledge and shall be periodically reviewed for further
improvement. The guidelines shall be applicable for all wildlife species encountered
in the state.

3.1  Rescue Teams
1. There shall be one rescue team comprising of four forest guards, constituted in

_ each Wildlife and Territorial Forest Division.

" II. Each rescue team shall be imparted initial rigorous trainiﬁg by the wildlife
veterinarian, experienced managers from the State and NGO personnel involved
in rescue.

1II. Each rescue team shall also be given six monthly periodic training

IV. The training curriculum shall be drawn up with the help of local wildlife staff,
veterinarian and NGO's. The syllabus shall become part of these guidelines once
completed.

3.2  Duties of the rescue teams ,
1. The rescue teams shall be provided with phone numbers that are displayed in
the panchayat offices and police chowkis of their divisions.
II. The rescue team shall receive or gather any information related to the wildlife
species which are in dire need of help.
III. The rescue team shall keep proper records of information received or so
" gathered.
IV. The rescue team shall also render advice with regard to safety precautions to

be taken for handling the rescued wild animals.




V. The rescue team shall immediately transfer the received or gathered
information to the respective Wildlife Warden.

VL. The rescue team shall be responsible to conduct rescue operation as and when
needed under the guidance of respective Wildlife Warden or any other officer
authorised by the Wildlife Warden of the concerned Forest or Wildlife
Division.

3.2 Conducting Rescue

The rescue team shall first assess, if the wild animal in need of help is sick, injured,
orphaned, trapped, abandoned, displaced and or in illegal possession as defined in
the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. In case of young animals which are found without
the parent, the team shall make sure that it is not Jjust a case of the mother leaving
the young in order to get food. Only after due monitoring and ensuring that the
young one has been abandoned, the young animals shall be rescued/collected. In
case, young animals are found by any villager, all attempts shall be made to leave the
young back where found so that they can be re-united with their mother. If it is a
feathered bird fallen out of nest, it shall be picked up carefully and put back in the

nest.

Every rescue team will have proper emergency kit-equipment and medicines ete.
Each rescue team in the Forest or Wildlife Divisions shall have blow pipes, other
equipments and medicines for chemical immobilization. The tranquilizing guns
being few shall be kept at strategic locations in the State till such time their
availability is ensured with each rescue team so that it can be moved quickly to the
zone where rescue operations are to be carried out.

The rescue team shall take adequate precautions while rescuing large carnivores e.g.
leopards, horned mammals like adult antelope etc. As adult animals can cause harm
to the rescuers, observers and public, therefore, the rescue team should adopt
* chemical immobilization procedure on such animals from a safe distance using blow
pipes/tranquilizing guns particularly with leopards trapped in snares. A leopard
visiting a village/town frequently, and causing nuisance cannot be caught by
chemical means. A cage trap would be the workable choice in such situations.




Standard pre-defined species specific prescriptions for administering chemical
dosage shall be followed. This shall be made available to each rescue team. The
rescue team shall also take opinion of the Departmental Wildlife Veterinarian
telephonically or any other local Veterinarian, if needed. The Department shall also
take all possible steps to enable Wildlife Veterinarians to render their advice in such
circumstances telephonically.

Immobilization procedure shall be adopted after ensuring that the spot and its
surroundings are free of public and crowd. The local Forest Department staff and
police may be requested to control the crowd while rescuing large carnivores. Locally
available barriers like ropes or coloured tapes etc may be used to cordon the area.

The Wildlife Wardens shall make efforts to develop rapport with the local police to
solicit their support to control crowd during rescue operations of carnivores
Pparticularly leopards to ensure safety of both the public and the animal. The crowd
'management be emphasized as the most important point in addressing the welfare of
an animal in distress in a conflict situation. Handling large wild animals without
training and equipment shall be strictly prohibited as the same may be fatal to both
the rescuing team as well as to the animal.

3.3 Treatment, Recording Morphometry and Safe Transportation
Once the animal is immobilized, it should be thoroughly examined by a veterinarian
for any external injuries, wounds, recording morphometry, body measurements
including weight etc, and even undertaking treatment, if needed. The animal may
also be marked for identification by way of implanting trénsponder microchip,
making an ear notch etc, if resources permit. In case of birds, they may be ringed for
their identification. In exceptional circumstances, when it is realized that animals are
* beyond recovery e.g. seriously injured and permanently disabled, euthanasia shall be
recommended. Euthanasia is the act or practice of ending the life of an individual

suffering from a terminal illness or an incurable condition, by lethal injection. The




wildlife Warden shall take this decision with the consultation/recommendation of

the rescue team and local Veterinarian.

In serious cases only, the animal or the bird shall first be transported to nearest
recognized rehabilitation centre/zoo of the State i.e. Rescue & Rehabilitation Centre
Tutikandi /Himalayan Nature Park Kufri/Gopalpur/Shri Renukaji Zoo. The
respective Wildlife Warden shall consult with the concerned Zoo Directors in this
behalf. The rescued animals which are in dire need of care should not be allowed to
suffer in a cage owing to procedural delays. The welfare of the animal should be the
TOP PRIORITY.

For safe transportation, the animal or bird shall be placed in an appropriately sized
box with padding inside (padding not recommended for large carnivores), if possible
having proper air holes for ventilation. The box/cage should be kept in a warm, dark
and quiet place until ready to transport. Transportation of rescued animals/birds is
-recommended in dark hours. If it is essential to transport in day light, the cage shall
be covered with a dark cloth having holes.

3.4 Housing of the Rescued Animals

Appropriate housing/enclosures should be made keeping in mind the biological
requirements of the species.

The Wildlife Wardens shall need to distinguish rescued animals that will be held
temporarily in captivity and animals that shall require long-term care. The former
shall be called “temporarily displaced” and the latter “permanently displaced” or
disadvantaged wildlife.

Breeding of rescued animals shall not be permitted. Only endangered species having

approved conservation breeding programme in place or included in approved

collection plans can become part of the founder stock after being subjected to proper

quarantine and detailed health screening.
\\
3.5 Rescue of Non-Native Species
Any non-native/alien species, if found in the jurisdiction of any Wildlife Warden of

the State, for any reasons like illegal custody, straying, free ranging etc. shall be
7




rescued. In no circumstances such animals should be released in the wild in the

State. Such animals shall be sent to the nearest Rescue and Rehabilitation centre for
checkup and transit stay. However, the Wildlife Warden and Zoo Directors will make
efforts to send such animal/bird, ete. to relevant rescue centres/zoos in the country
in consultation with the Central Zoo Authority,

4.  Capturing and dealing with Man-Eater Leopards

The Wildlife Wardens shall follow following criteria to deal with capture of naturally
free ranging leopards and eliminating man eaters:

a) Mere sighting of leopards in the vicinity of a village or in an inhabited area and
ensuing political pressure, media attention shall not qualify for its
capture/elimination.

b) When a human killing is reported, the concerned Wildlife Warden must visit the
site immediately. Leopard attacks on humans are of two types. (i) Accidental attacks:
where the person and animal by mistake bump into each other and the leopard
injures the person and runs away. (ii) Intentional Attacks: the leopard intentionally
ittacks the person and drags/kills/feeds on the body. Attempts should be made to
establish the type of attack so that appropriate management action can be carried

out. In the cases of intentional attacks, all attempts should be made to remove the

animal, preferably by trapping and tranquilisation and shooting only as a last resort.
In a human dominated landscape, the decision should be taken as soon as possible
because any delay in this regard by the Department may lead to antagonism towards
the administration in case of a human death. In case of accidental attacks, the
situation should, however, be rnonitored#.%_.r

e) Leopards captured as man-eaters sha]}ﬂbe released back into the wild and also

shall not be kept on display in a zoo. It can be kept in off-display facility in the zoo or
rescue centre.

f) There is no way to identify the killer animal unless it has been seen while killing,
Observations by scientists indicate that many animals use the same area and even if a
leopard kills, another could come to feed later. Studies also show that many
individuals use the same paths and areas on the same night. They are also not as
solitary as it is thought and are often found sitting near each other and would be
aware of what has happened to the other.

S
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comparing leopard ecology, in relation to conflict, in an area with a history of human

attacks and another similar area with no such attacks. For this, many leopards shall

“have to be collared. Within a couple of years, a lot of information shall be available to

better deal with the man-leopard conflict situations. The local people should be
involved at all stages of this research activity and preferably a few of them from each
of the focal villages should be part of the project. This shall make the villagers also
more open to the ideas and recommendations that will come out of the project/study.
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