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Eco-Tourism
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Forest dept to promote

eco-tourism

Encouraged by the success
of eco-tourism villages, the state
Forest Department has decided to
organise trekking expeditions for
summer holiday-makers on a large
scale to help disperse tourism-
related activities to interior
pockets of the state. The
department has identified five
routes of varying duration ranging
from one day to eight days.

Tourists would be taken in
groups of 15 to 20 and would also
be acquainted with the local flora,
fauna and culture.

In all, 11 trekking
expeditions for two, each for four
long treks, and three for the one-
day trek, would be organised
starting from May 15. The
trekking would conclude by the
end of June.

Chief conservator of
forests, eco-tourism, Harsh Mittar
said local people would be
involved through eco-tourism
societies and would be the main
beneficiaries of the programme.
The ultimate objective was to train
the local people so that they could
organise such activities on their
own. The role of the department
would be that of a facilitator as had
been in the case of eco-tourism
villages, he added.

The single-day trek to
Shali Tibba, near here, will cost
Rs. 1,500, while Rs. 5,000 will be
charged for the four-day trek to
12,500-ft. Churdhar.

The three long-duration
routes are in and around the Great
Himalayan National Park (GHNP)
in Kullu. The two eight-day treks,
one across the GHNP and the other
in Tirthan valley, will entail an
expenditure of Rs. 11,200, while
the six-day trek in Sainj valley will
costRs. 8,100.

Private parties and local
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people were now coming forward
to run eco-tourism villages and
about a dozen such resorts would
be in operation in various parts of
the state during summer. They
include Moti Kuna Hills near
Dharampur, Barog, Barog bypass,
Shoghi, Narkanda, Jalori pass,
Naldehra, Narkanda and Potters
Hill.

The Tribune, April 28,2010
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Environment/Forest related Laws (FCA, LPA)
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Himachal frames
environment code for

schools

In a bid to rope in school
children and educational
institutions in the sustained
environment campaign, Himachal
Pradesh on Monday launched a
nine-point Environment
Protection Code. The code makes
it mandatory for teachers and
students to undertake environment
protection pledge in the morning
prayers.

The idea is to make the
future citizens conscious of the
environment and also use them as
ambassadors in the awareness
drive for protection of the fragile
Himlayan ecology and
environment. The code has been
prepared by the Department of
Environment, Science and
Technology.

The move has come at a
time when other BJP ruled states
are trying to push saffron agenda in
the schools books and
curriculums.

The suggestion for
framing the code came up during a
function organised to launch the
second phase of the drive against
use of the banned polythene begs
and other plastic material last
week. Chief Minister Prem Kumar
Dhumal had endorsed the
initiative and asked the

Environment department to go
ahead.

"The schools have been
asked to take a pledge for keeping
the state clean, green and beautiful
in the real sense and not to use non-
biodegradable plastic bags, and
also spread this message to other
citizens," reads the code.

The teachers will be
required to administer pledge to
the students motivating them to
respect all living beings, plant,
conserve and protect trees and
conserve paper by doing rough
work on slate or black board.
Students would be motivated to
conserve water at all times by
ensuring that no one in the house
should keep taps running during
brushing, washing, shaving and
bathing, conserve energy by
switching off the lights and other
electric appliances when not in
use.
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Externally Aided Projects & Bio Carbon Project
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Forest Conservation
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Concern over Chilgoza
pines

Foresters and scientists
deliberated at a day's workshop
here on Sunday over ways to
conserve the rare Chilgoza pines
of Kinnaur district, which are
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apparently threatened by changing
weather patterns and construction
ofhydropower projects.

Rinki Sarkar, a social
economist, who had done a study
on village specific livelihood and
regeneration studies of Chilgoza
pine, highlighted the ecological
and economic importance of the
rare forestry project. She also gave
a detailed presentation about
conservation solutions for the rare
pine forests of Kinnaur.

The edible pine, which
grows only in some high altitude
zones of the planet, including
some areas of Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Kinnaur in India,
is threatened as the region is
feeling the growing impact of
global warming. Ashwani Gulati,
principal chief conservator,
wildlife, emphasized on new
planting techniques for Chilgoza
saplings so that natural
regeneration could be
supplemented by artificial
regeneration.

Presiding over the
workshop, Viney Tandon,
principal chief conservator,
forests, said every effort would be
made to conserve and regenerate
Chilgoza species.
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10 more 'van thanas' to

come up
Encouraged by the success
of the four "van thanas", the state
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government has decided to set up
10 more such "thanas" in sensitive
areas.

At present, eight "van
thanas" were functional in the state
out of which Habban, Mohal, Balu
and Chhaila have been in
operation for the past over one
year. In all, 50 cases of illicit
felling, timber smuggling, illegal
saw mills and unauthorised
extraction of sand and stone were
detected by these thanas. Timber
worth over Rs. 5 lakh was seized in
31 recoveries and four illegal saw
mills were unearthed along with
timber worth over Rs. 2 lakh.
Besides, five cases of smuggling
were also detected.

Three more thanas were
subsequently set up at Bassi in
Bilaspur, Tikker in Rohru and
Nagrota Suriyan in Kangra. The 10
new thanas are proposed to be set
up at Theog in Shimla, Deokhand
in Mandi, Puruwala in Sirmour,
Naggar and Jhibbi in Kullu, Kalel
in Chamba, Nankheri in Shimla,
Bhagarwan in Kangra, Talhera in
Una and Ropa in the Great
Himalayan National Park.

Each "van thana" is
headed by a block officer
supported by five-six forest guards
and three-four forest workers.
Instead of a solitary guard
patrolling a particular beat, thana
staff operates in a bigger area and
team are equipped with vehicles,
weapons, wireless communication
facilities and mobile phones.

The department already
has flying squads but these have
not proved very effective. "Van
thanas" enable the department to
concentrate on select areas where
the timber mafia is more active.
With the road network extending
to every nook and corner of the
state, timber smuggling has
become easier and economically
fare more attractive.

The Tribune, May 20, 2010
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Ex-Servicemen on
'green’ mission

After bidding farewell to
arms, ex-servicemen have turned,
"eco-soldiers" who have charted a
success story in greening barren
hills along the Sutlej catchments.

They have accomplished
in three years' time what the HP
forest department could not do in
decades, sending a befitting
message on the occasion of World
Environment Day tomorrow with

its theme, "Biodiversity
Ecosystem  management and
green economy".

The odd contigent of 100
ex-servicemen, who joined
territorial Army's 133 Eco Task
Force, has already greened 280
hectares of barren hill sides along
the Sutlej, the catchments area
treatment (CAT) plan of the 800
MW Kol Dam project.

The task force has scripted
a survival rate of 85 per cent trees
which is much higher than the
dismal 20 to 30 per cent trees
calimed by the state forest
department. In view of this
success, it has been assigned the
task of greening 2,500 hectares of
barren areas under CAT plans of
Larji, Parbati and Allian-
Duhangan power projects in
Mandi-Kullu region and parts of
the chamba district, utilising the
CAMPA funds.

Major Ajay Sangvan,
Commandeer, 133 Task Force,
said, "We first fence the areas and
then raise nursery of local
samplings for plantation. We
started in 2007 and have planted
around 2,000 saplings in Tattapani
in Mandi district successfully."

The task force is not only
greening the barren hills, it is also
sensitising villagers about the
importance of greenery in today's
life. Moreover, it has also
developed camping sites for
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visitors to promote eco-tourism in
the area that will raise additional
income for villagers.

Col DS Chauhan, in
charge of the task force, said,
"Himachal declared its nine
districts as drought-prone.
Drinking water problem will
aggravate as rains have been scaty.
Villagers are now realising that we
are planting trees for the benefit."

He said they did a recce of
1,000 hectares of area assigned to
them in the Kullu-Mandi region
under CAT plans of the Beas. "We
are recruiting a separate eco-task
battalion to afforest Larji and other
catchments. We target to plant
saplings in 250 hectares of land in
ayear." headded.

The forest department was
in a fix over the use of CAT plan
funds after the Supreme Court
constituted the CAMPA to utilise
the funds for the purpose. The
funds were diverted to other
purposes, leaving deserted areas
all the more barren, sources
revealed.

Forest Conservator BD
Suyal said the state was getting Rs.
30 crore CAMPA funds. "The
HPSEB has given Rs. 12.8 crore
for afforestation of Larji area that
fall partly in Kullu and Balichowki
and Panarsa range in Mandi along
the Beas," he said.

The Tribune, June 5, 2010
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Shimla to irrigate forests

toreviveits deodars
Climate Change Low
survival rate of Saplings raises
concerns

Erratic changes in the
weather cycle of Himachal
Pradesh, dominated by long spells
of drought, have posed a though
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situation for the revival and
conservation of deodar trees in the
state capital, Shimla.

Due to the prevailing dry
conditions, conservationists and
foresters are considering a
dedicated irrigation plan for the
fresh deodar plantations to be
raised across the Shimla forests,
under the Deodar Revival Projects
started suring the monsoon of July
20009.

It will be a one-of-its-kind
experiment to sustain the fresh
saplings with regular irrigation in
the wild.

In the first year of the
project in Shimla, 5,000 saplings
had been planted, but only 60 per
cent could survive till March 2010
due to drought. The latest figure of
survival could be much lower as
Shimla saw an unusally dry and
warm summer, which started early
in March and is still continuing.

The 2009 monsoon was
weak and the dry spell continued
throughout the winter months too,
recording nearly 90 per cent
deficient rainfall.

According to the forest
department's proposal. sources
say, nearly 10,000 deodar saplings
are to be planted by the year end
and nearly Rs. 5 to Rs. 10 lakh will
have to be spend on their
irrigation, by transporting water to
the forests through tankers.

Conservator of Forests,
Shimla Circle, S.K. Sharma says:
"Through irrigation of deodar
plantations in the wild is unheard
of elsewhere, it seems crucial for
the revival of the trees here."

Shimla is identified with
its thick deodar forests but the
natural regeneration of trees in the
wild has been marred by the
changed weather cycle and the
construction boom in the recent
past.

Sticky secreation : Trees were
under extreme stress in dry and
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warm winter, says study

Another impact of the
climatic change was seen in the
winter of 2008-09 when the deodar
and kail trees in Shimla and along
the Sutlej river basin a secreted a
sticky liquid, which had spread
unrest among people. The sticky
secretion could be felt like rain
while walking in the woods.
Director, Himalayan Forest
Research Institute, Mohinder Pal
says they commissioned a study to
research this particular ecological
phenomenon. "We saw the
secretion from deodar trees, which
require cold and moist weather, in
light of the climate change. It
seemed like a physiological
process where the trees were under
extreme stress in the dry and warm
winter."
The Indian Express, 15 June,
2010

Labour body questions
selective nod to felling of

dead trees in eco-zone

A conflict seems to be
emerging in the Himachal Pradesh
forest department over the felling
of salvage (dead) trees in the
forests surrounding the Great
Himalayan National Park (GNHP)
in Kullu district the GHNP is under
the protected area network.

While the forest
department has finally turned
down the proposal of the HP Forest
Corporation to remove salvage
trees in the four forests-Bashleu,
Shirdunga, Mandarwachi and
Tispur-in the vicinity of the GHNP,
the HP Timber Extraction Labour
Organisation has questioned why
salvage removal was allowed in
Gandiyol and Thanohar forests,
which is also in located in the same
eco-zone.

In its complaing, the
organisation has claimed that as
many as 820 rai tos and Kharsu
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trees in Shridunga, 823 rai tos in
Mandarwachi and 1,421 kail and
rai tos trees in Tispur forests were
marked for removal in 2005.
According to market rates of the
year 2008-09, the total worth of the
trees was Rs. 3.49 crore, of which
the forest department was to get a
royalty of Rs. 1.38 crore.

"The government is now
even denying that it had done any
marking. It is not allowing any
salvage removal in these forests on
the plea that this is 'c-sensitive
zone', but this applies to Gandiyol
and Thanohar forests too. This
raises suspicion and smells of
vested interest," says Jog Dhian
Thakur, president of the
association.

These four forests were
handed over to Seraj Circle for
eco-development project in 1995
for five years but were never given
back to the Banjar circle, even as
there is no official approval for
final inclusion of forests in the new
circle.

Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest Vinay
Tandon, however, has denied any
marking in the four forest and has
quoted report (documents with
The Indian Express) of GHNP
conservator that says: "As the trees
in these forests are on steep slopes.
they cannot be marked for felling.
Another reason is dependence of
wildlife on these forests during
winters as they fall in the eco-zone
of GHNP. The dry trees here can be
used by the local villagers for
mundane use which would help in
keeping away human interference
from the GHNP."

Tandon's disapproval was
conveyed to the government in a
letter sent on June 18. The forest
department has not quoted reasons
for allowing salvage removal in
Thanohar and Gandyoli, but has
accepted that they fall in the
ecozone of the GHNP. The

government's final response on the
issue is still awaited.

The Indian Express, 24 June,
2010
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Forest Fire Management

Forest fires : HP on high

alert

Of the 151 fire incidents
reported in last week, at least
95% were forest fires

With the temperatures
remaining nearly 10-12 degrees
Celsius above normal, amid the
extreme dry weather conditions,
forest fires are spreading fast
across the state. Nearly 150 fire
incidents across six districts of the
state were reported in the last one
week.

And the summer has only
begun.

In a meting with Principal
Secretary (Home) Subhash Negi,
Additional Director General of
Police (Home Guards and Fire
Services) B. Kamal Kumar sought

the home department's
intervention to seek more
cooperation from the forest
department and urban local bodies
to tackle the situation.

"In the last one week, 151
cases of fire were reported and at
least 95 per cent of them were
forest fires & in Shimla, Solan,
Mandi, Sirmaur and Dharamshala.
Most of them were reported from
areas situated far from the nearest
fire stations. As a result, the fire
had multiplied manifolds by the
time fire tenders accessed the
forests. We feel the forest
department and municipal
committees should take more
responsibility in preventing fire
incidents, which can be reduced by
60 per cent," said.

The fires reported in the
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last couple of days from forests in
Kuthar areas of Solan district and
Kharapathar, Sheelghat, Narkanda
and Taradevi area in Shimla are
still raging.

The forest department,
meanwhile, is set to launch a
massive 'forest path clearing drive'
to prevent fires.

The process to set a
weekly system of reporting fire
incidents from across the state, in
order to put in place a mechanism
to fix responsibility, is already on.

"A general assessment of
forest fires shows that usually the
fire starts from areas near a road or
access point to the forest like trails
and bridle paths, due to human
errors- lit cigarette butts or
matches thrown in the woods. A
large work-force is set to be
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deployed on temporary basis
across all forest divisions of the
state to clear pine needles and
other inflammable forest discard
at least 10 metres on each side of
the forest trails and bridle paths to
prevent fires. The action is set to be
extensive in areas with Chir forests
(highly inflammable tree
species)," said Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests Vinay
Tandon.

Teh forest clearance will
be taken up as an ongoing process
from April, 15 to June, 15.
Additional deployment of 10
Home Guards at Divisional Forest
Officer level in more fire-prone
districts is also being worked out.

According to official
information the fire department
has 22 fire stations that have 73
vehicles and a majority of them are
over 25 years old. There is a
proposal to add 25 new fire
vehicles to the fleet this year, say
government officials.

The Indian Express, April 17,
2010
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HRD. E-Samadhan/Computerisation, GIS.GPS

'System in place for
controlling and

preventing forest fires'

The forest and fire services
departments of Himachal Pradesh
have overhauled their
infrastructure for control and
prevention of forest fires during
summers. The two departments
have set up a quick response task
force in at least 27 forest divisions
to specifically control forest fires
during the next three months.

On the lines of
Chhattisgarh, Himachal is also
planning to put in place a fire alert
messaging system, which works in
signals through the satellite
network. The system is likely to be
set up by the forest department.
Additional Director General of
Police, Fire Services and Home
Guards, B. Kamal Kumar said,
"After the fire services department
took up the matter with principal
secretary (Home), 10 home guards
were deputed in each forest
division. They will get one van
each and will exclusively cater to
prevention of forest fire incidents
with locals".

The Indian Express, April 24,
2010

GPS to track forest fires

soon
Summer Toll 499 fires, 5,653
hectare ravaged; loss : Rs.
60.53 lakh

Like in the past, this year
too, forest property worth lakhs
has been destroyed in fires even as
the summer has just set in.

An estimated 500 fires
were reported by May 5.

The raging fires
swallowed up 5,653 hectares
(56.53 sq km) forests across the
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state, as per forest department
records.

Of this area, 3,233 hectare
is natural or regenerated forest
while 926 hectare is under
plantation.

"The abnormal rise in
temperature and prolonged dry
spell have brought on this
alarming rise in forest fires. Forest
wealth worth Rs. 60,53,056 was
destroyed in 499 fire incidents till
May 5," said Avtar Singh, Chief
Conservator (Forest Protection

and Fire Control).

In 2009-10, 1,906 fire
incidents burnt down 24,849
hectares forestland.

Singh said Bilaspur, Una,
Hamirpur, Kangra, Sirmaur,
Solan, Mandi and Shimla re the
worst affected districts.

With 98 cases of forest
fires, Shimla circle tops this
summer's list while Nahan circle is
second with 85. In Mandi and
Bilaspur, 70 and 65 forest fire
incidents were witnessed till
Wednesday.

Forest department records
say that 22 per cent or 8,267 sq km
of'the total forest area in the state is
fire-prone. The majority fires are
reported in pine forests as pine
needles, rich in turpentine oil, are
highly inflammable. The pine
forest is found up to an altitude of
5,500 feet.

Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests Vinay
Tandon said that the government
was developing a mechanism to
collect pine needles by involving
locals.

"We plan to collect pine
needles from the forests and
supply these to industrial units that
use them as combustible material.
We have identified some end users
and are negotiating with them," he

said.

The department also plans
to adopt the global positioning
system (GPS) for reporting fire
incidents.

"Madhya Pradesh has
made remarkable progress in
monitoring forest fires through
GPS. We have requested it to
develop a model for this state as
well. The technology would not
only help monitor forest fires but
also keep track of new plantations
and forest encroachments," Forest
Minister J.P. Nadda stated
recently.

Given the sensitivity of the
situation, the forest department
has cancelled the leave of
employees till June 15, the peak
summer season.

But, the real challenge
before the forest department is that
most fire incidents are deliberate
acts.

"Villagers also tend to set
grasslands afire to get softer grass
after rain. In most cases, fire from
the grasslands, spreads to nearby
forests," said a divisional forest
officer.

As per the State Forest
Report of 2005 published by the
Forest Survey of India, Himachal
Pradesh has 14,752 sq km of forest
cover, out of which 1,097 sq
kmis very dense.

Hindustan Times, May 07,2010

Satellite-based
system to control forest

fires

With a satellite-based fire
alert messaging system likely to be
in place by next year, the forest
department hopes to further bring
down incidents of forest fire and,
more importantly, the devastation
caused by it. Even though
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incidents of fire has been much
less as compared to last year, the
modern technology adopted by
authorities could go a long way in
dealing with the problem.

With exact location of the
fire and accurate information
being received through satellite,
the response time will be reduced
to a few units.

"We have been able to
achieve considerable control over
fires this summer mainly due to the
fact that we have a ready data base
of the names of owners of grazing
lands (ghasnis), whom we can alert
the minute any information about a
fire is received," said Avtar Singh,

Hydro-Electric Projects, CAT Plans and Dams etc.

Chief Conservator (fire
protection) at Bilaspur.

He said with the forest
department having a proper
database about the owners of
grazing pasture, it was much easier
and systematic to get controlled
firing done during the winter
months.

"Since all owners were
asked to undertake controlled
burning in the presence of the
forest department staff, there was
less accumulation of pine needles,
leading to less forest fires," he
said.

It was following major
devastation caused by fires during

the past few years that the state
decided to adopt the model being
followed by the Madhya Pradesh
government, using satellite
imagery-based fire alert system.

So far, a total of 699 fires
have been reported from all over
the state involving 6,685.24
hectares of land. The estimated
loss on account of these fires is Rs.
72.29 lakh. Most of these fires are
ground fires, which have not
damaged the crown of the trees.
Last year there were a total of
1,906 fires, which is the highest
number till date with the damage
being to the tune of Rs. 2.55 crore.
The Tribune, 2 June, 2010
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Waste plastic now has a
pricein HP

Dhumal govt starts second
phase of 'say-no-to-polythene'

Himachal Green Page

campaign, to buy back waster
plastic bags from public and
use them in construction of

roads

Adding a value to waste
polythenes- the biggest source of
pollution in the hills and urban
towns - Himachal Pradesh
launched an innovative scheme on
Thursday to buy back plastic waste
from the public for its use in the
construction of roads.

Himachal is the first state
in the country, and perhaps in Asia,
to start this scheme. The plastic
will be bought at Rs. 3 perkg.

The local urban bodies and
other government agencies, which
will open collection centres
shortly, will supply this plastic
waste to the state's public works
department (PWD). The agency
will get a handling charge of Rs. 1
perkg.

In Himachal Pradesh,
there has been a complete ban on
polythene bags since October 2,
2009. The state has successfully
introduced paper, jute and cotton
bags as alternatives.

Launching Phase II of
'Plastic Hatao, Paryavaran Bachao'
campaign here on Thursday, the
Earth Day, Chief Minister Prem
Kumar Dhumal also proposed to
ban throwing of empty gutka and
tobacco pouches in the open.

"This is the biggest form
of plastic pollution and the
collection of this waste is
impossible. The government will
either bringing in a suitable
amendment in the law, or

promulagate an ordinance to
introduce on-the-spot penalty to
deal with violators," he said.

The CM added : "I am
directing all deputy
commissioners and top enforcing
agencies, including the police, to
take stern action against those
found throwing gutka pouches in
the open. The gutka addicts will
either have to give up the habit or
pay fines."

The second phase of
campaign will have a series of new
steps. The CM proposed a 'Green
Journalism Award' for media
professionals writing on
environmental issues and creating
awareness on the polythene ban.

Hours before the function,
Dhumal inaugurated a new stretch
of the road to Shimla airport,
which has been built using waste
polythenes collected during the
first phase of the campaign. Over
Rs. 8.5 lakh awards were
presented to best districts, urban
local bodies and panchayats
having done a good job in the
collection of waste polythenes.

Deputy commissioners R
S Gupta (Kangra) and J S Rana
(Shimla), who shared a prize of rs.
1 lakh, made a presentation on the
strategy they had adopted to clean
the hillsides of polythenes.

Dhumal announced that
the government would set up
waste paper recycling units in
every district head-quarter to get
the official wastepaper recycled
and manufacture handmade file
covers and other stationery for use
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in the offices. There is already one
waste paper recycling unit in the
HP Secretariat.

He asked the environment
and pollution control department
to print literature of 'do's and
don'ts' for tourists entering
Himachal that should be
distributed at the entry points.

The chief minister said
hotels and resorts would also be
advised to adopt eco-friendly
infrastructural facilities. There
will be rating of such hotels and
resort on environmental aspects.

Earlier, Chief Secretary
Asha Swarup said with the
urbaisation and migration of
population from rural areas was
resulting in an increase in the
quantum of garbage.

The Indian Expess, April 23,2010
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Ex-servicemen roped in

for a greener Bilaspur
Part of forest protection force,
they will raise 'Sainik vans' to
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enhance forest cover, will
plant 3,200 saplings this year

With the active
involvement of ex-servicemen, the
Bilaspur forest division has set up
a Forest Protection Force (FPF) on
the lines of the Eco Task Force to
enhance the forest cover.

The FPF, comprising 68
members, will be on the job from
Wednesday.

The FPF will raise 'sainik
vans', which will be protected by
ex-servicemen in association with
forest officials.

These 'sainik van' will be
named after soldiers from the
district who have made the
supreme sacrifice for the nation.

The FPF will be planting
3,200 saplings this year in three
Sainik Vans at Kalol, Fatoh and
Doli-Kallan, which will be named
after Param Vir Chakra awardee
Havaldar Sanajy Kumar, Second
Lt. Tek Singh Chandel, who was
killed in the 1962 war with China
and Naik Ashwani Kumar,
recipient of a Sena medal,
respectively. Most of the
vegetation in these 'sainik vans'
will act as a source of fodder, fuel
wood and timber to help villagers
meet their requirements.

District Forest Officer
Pushpinder Rana said this pilot
project was aimed at enhancing the
green cover, ensuring better
coordination among ex-
servicemen and local field staff
and benefitting ex-servicemen and
their families.

Rana said the FPF would
also help in checking fire incidents
by providing information to forest
officials so that the response time
in dealing with fires could be
reduced.

"This way, locals can be
better mobilised to bring forest
fires under control," he said.

The DFO said a district
level committee of the FPF would

meet once in three months to
discuss new proposals and analyse
the work done during the previous
quarter. Similarly, range-level
committees of the FPF will also
meet every three months.
Hindustan Times, April 29,2010
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Birth of brown bear

raises hopes of success
There are only three brown
bears, one female and two
male, at Kufri kept under the
breeding and conservation
programme started three years
back. A team of the Wildlife
Department along with
veterinary experts visited the
zoo today to ensure that this
time all goes well and the cub
survives

Birth of a cub at the
Himalayan Nature Park at Kufri
under the brown bear breeding
and conservation programme has
raised hopes of the wildlife
authorities about the success of the
project aimed at conserving one of
the most rare and endangered
species in captivity.

It was just two days back
that staff at the Kufri nature park
was pleasantly surprised to see a
cub trailing his mother when the
duo ventured out of their night
shelter for the first time since birth.
"The cub appears to be over a
month old but it is only now that
she stepped out of the night shelter
along with the cub, who appears to
be healthy and fit." said KS
Thakur, conservator (wildlife).

There are only three brown
bears, one female and two male, at
Kufri kept under the breeding and
conservation programme started
almost three years back. Though a
cub was born earlier also, it could
not survive. A team of the Wildlife
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Department along with veterinary
experts visited the zoo today to
ensure that this time all goes well
and cub survives.

"We are exploring all
options to keep the cub safe and for
this we are likely to segregate the
mother and the cub from the two
male bears as there are chances of
quarrel as the mother gets
aggressive at times," said Thakur.
The procedure would have to be
carried out very cautiously after
tranquilising the animals so that no
harm comes to the cub.

Though there is no
estimation of the exact number of
brown bears in Himachal, their
number is not too large. As such it
was almost three years ago that the
brown bear breeding and
conservation programme was
launched with Himalayan Nature
Park, Kufri, being made the
coordinating zoo. The other
participating zoos include the ones
at Nainital in Uttarakhand and in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Brown bear is normally
found at a height of above 9,000
feet. Black bear, which is far more
common, if found at an altitude
lower than this. The funds for the
breeding programme of the brown
bear are being received from the
Central Zoo Authority (CZA) and
the state funds. "Though funds are
not a problem, once the master
plan for Kufri zoo awaiting central
approval is cleared, ample amount
of money will be received from the
CZA.," Thakur said.

The Wildlife Institute of
India has also been entrusted the
task of undertaking a survey to find
out the number of brown bears in
Himachal.

The Tribune, April 20, 2010
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House sparrow

vanishing fast

Death Knell experts blame it
on indiscriminate use of
pesticides, rising number of
mobile phone towers

There was a time when
mornings used to start with the
tuneful chirping of house
sparrows, but nowadays it is hard
to find them. Their numbers are
fast dwindling in Bilaspur and
other lower areas of Himachal
Pradesh.

"The indiscriminate use of
pesticides in agriculture and the
increase in the number of mobile
phone towers, which emit harmful
radiations, are the main reasons
behind their declining
population," said environmentalist
Kulbhushan Upmanyu. He said
concrete jungles had encroached
upon the natural habitats of house
sparrows and many other birds.

"The crops vegetables and

fruits on which farmers spray
pesticides and insecticides are
staple food for these sparrows,"
said Upmanyu.

"I haven't sighted a house
sparrow for ages, though I
occasionally come across some
wild species os sparrows. There
was a time when wee used to feed
them grains," said Mena Kumari, a
resident of Roura village on the
banks of Gobind Sagar lake.

"My entire courtyard used
to be full of house sparrows in the
morning and evening, but over the
years | have noticed a decline in
their numbers," said Narindra
Joshi, a retired principal who has
been living here since the old town
was submerged in Gobind Sagar
after the construction of Bhakra
dam.

District Forest Officer
Pushpinder Rana said sparrows
were an indicator of a healthy
environment and helped in
maintaining an ecological balance
by feeding on insects. "Lack of
food and nesting sites, the increase
in the number of mobile towers
and rampant use of pesticides are
the reasons why these birds are
disappearing. We should plant
native trees which attract insects
and pests, all of which are part of
the eco-sytem. We should stop
using chemical pesticides in our
garden," he suggested.

The DFO said UK
researcher Dr. Kate Vincent had
found out that the dearth of insects
was one of the main reasons
behind the declining numbers of
house sparrows, which feed
exclusively on insects for the first
15 days of their life span.
Hindustan Times, April 26,2010
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leopards a good sign
The spotting of two snow
leopard by wildlife staff near

(34)

Chichim in Kibber area of Lahaul-
Spiti area a few days back has
raised the hopes of an increase in
the number of the highly
endangered animal for which a
special conservation programme is
being launched.

It was on March 31 that
two adult snow leopards were
spotted close to Chichim village in
Spiti by a team comprising
wildlife staff and members of the
Nature Conservation Foundation,
Mysore, who have been working
inthe area for some time.

In the past, there was only
indirect evidence in the form of
pictures captured through the trap
cameras or their pug marks which
confirmed the presence of the
majestic animal in the area.

"The team saw the two
snow leopards at about 5-30 pm
near Chichim who were in a
playful mood and remained in
sight for about an hour, raising the
hopes of the success of the
project," said KS Thakur,
conservator (wildlife).

The fact which further
confirmed the presence of the
animals in the area was their
footprints, droppings and the
killings of animals in the area, he
added.

Though no proper survey
has been undertaken to find out the
exact number of snow leopard in
the state, it is estimated that their
strength could be around 12.

The state Wildlife
Department has sent a project
worth Rs. 60 lakh to the Centre for
launching the "Snow Leopard
Project" which will be undertaken
in a phased manner in Spiti area for
conservation of the animal found
at great heights in the Himalayan
region.

The Mysore-based Nature
Conservation Foundation has
already been entrusted the task of
preparing a management plan for
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conservation of the animal. They
have installed trap cameras at
several places frequented by the
animal and on several occasions
the pictures of the animal have
been captured.

According to wildlife
authorities, once the plan was
ready, its implementation would
start as the actual project would be
successful only if suitable and
ideal conditions were created for
the animal. This includes
developing grasslands for
herbivores that are essential for
serving as prey for the snow
leopard.

As such, it is with the help
of an integrated approach that
efforts are on to somehow bring
about an increase in the number of
snow leopards in the state.

At present, there is one
snow leopard on display at the
Himalayan Nature Park at Kufti,
which was brought from a
Darjeeling zoo.

The Tribune, April 27, 2010
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E-Coli bacteria thwarts

tragopan breeding plan

With almost every bird in
the Sarhan pheasantry infected
with E-coli bacteria, the Wildlife
Department has been forced to
thwart breeding of the highly
endangered western tragopan for
the season. virtually grounding the
conservation breeding
programme, at least, for now.

The decision was taken
after random tests conducted in the
wake of death of four precious
birds, three of which succumbed to
E-coli infection, turned out to be
positive, making it evident that the
infection was widespread. Since,
the bacterial infection flares up

during the breeding process. the
authorities decided to prevent it by
using physiological techniques.

Principal chief
conservator of forests, wildlife,
AK Gulati informed that method
like "shortening the day-light
hours" were being used to ensure
that the breeding process was
retarded. The breeding process is
set naturally when the days
lengthen in summer as the birds
feel more secure from predators
and plenty of food is available, he
added.

The nine pairs of western
tragopan still available in the
pheasantry had laid over 65 eggs
so far in several clutches but the
effort was to ensure that there was
no brooding and hatching as of
new chicks would be in all
likelihood to be infected with the
bacteria.

There are 11 males and
nine females in the pheasantry and
this is the only place in the world
having the rare western tragopan
in captivity. All birds have been
treated for E-coli infection. The
topsoil of enclosures has also been
replaced.

Gulati said bigger
enclosures were being constructed
at the pheasantry which would not
only create natural environment
for the birds but also help in
preventing spread of infection.

He said the death of four
birds would not affect the
conservations breeding
programme as only seven pairs
were required for the purpose and
the pheasantry still had nine pairs.

Sarhan was put on the
world pheasant breeding map
when the rare western tragopan
was bred in captivity for the first
time in the world in 2005. The
success of the programme would
depend on the survival of birds.
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Much would depend on whether or
not he birds recover from the
infection before the onset of next

breeding season.
The Tribune, 9 June, 2010
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Green film festival to
start at Gaiety from

July 2

The best example of
climate change in the world can
now be seen on the big screen, as
the Centre for Media Studies
(CMS) hosts a three-day
environment and wildlife film
festival at Shimla, popularly
known as CMS Vatavaran.

As many as 42 award-
wining films portraying the
festival theme 'Change and
Sustainable Technologies' will be
screened at Gaiety Theater here
from July 2 to 4.

Chief Minister Prem
Kumar Dhumal will inaugurate the
festival. The first film to be
screened is "The Weeping Apple
Tree' by Vijay S. Judah. The film
showcases the shifting apple-
growing beltin Himachal.'

'"A fable from the
Himalayas', a film by Nitin Das, is
another film based in Lahaul and
Spiti district of Himachal. The film
is a magical tale about a young boy
who finds the solution to global
warming from a monk in the
mountains.

(38)

"Films explore varied
subject, including danger to
shahtoosh, sinking of Maldives,
solid waste management in cities,
endangered birds, the Shola
forests of the Western Ghats and
Maiti Andolan of Uttarakhand.
The entry will be free," said
Narendra Yadav, Manager
Communications of CMS, while
talking to reporters here.

The Departments of
Forests and Environment and
Language. Art and Culture and
World Wide Fund (WWF) are also
assisting the CMS in the festival.

The State Director of the
WWF Himachal, Vandana
Thaplyal, said the festival would
bring on one forum individuals,
groups and NGOs working in the
field of environment conservation
to initiate a debate on future of
carbon neutrality in Indian cities.

Principal Chief
Conservator of Forest (Wildlife
Wing) A.K. Gulati said that on the
second day, a special section
dedicated to wildlife would be
screened. "We will try to show
short films on conservation of
Western Tragopan being done in
Sarahan and Chir Pheasant in
Chail in Himachal," said Gulati.

The organisers would
invite students of all schools in the
capital and periphery areas to
watch the films.

A short film workshop on
bio-diversity conservation and
climate would also be held.
Hindustan Times, 16 June, 2010
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Contact Us

# Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
Himachal Pradesh Forest Department
Talland, Shimla
Tel : 0177-2624207, 2624186, 2623147 & 2624572
Website : hpforest.nic.in

# Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (Wildlife)
Tel : 0177-2624193
Website: hpforest.nic.in

# Chief Project Director
Mid Himalayan Watershed Development Project Solan, HP
Tel : 01792-223043
Website : hpmidhimalya.org

# Chief Conservator of Forests (Eco-Tourism)
Tel: 0177-2623036
Website: www.himachalecotourism.nic.in

# Project Director
Swan River (Integrated Watershed Management) Project Una, H.P.
Tel : 01975-225425
Website : swanriverproject.org

# Director
Great Himalayan National Park
Tel: 01902-265320
Website : greathimalayannationalpark.com

Please feel free to send your feedback to us. In case you would like
to add some forestry or wildlife related article in this publication,
send the same with detailsto:

Divisional Forest Officer,

Forest Publicity Division,

Mist Chamber, Khalini, Shimla- 2
email: dfopub-hp@nic.in
Telefax: 0177-2622527
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