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Government of Himaciial Pradesh
Department of Fovests.
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No. FFE-B-C(15)-3/2005-111 Dated: Shimla-171002 the ~ 25-02-2017
NOTIFICATION

The Governor of Himachal Pradesh i pieased to notify the "HP Forest Department
Re-revised Eco-Tourism Policy- 2017 englosed as Arnexure -1 (15-pages) approved by the State
Cabinet vide Memorandum under ltem No. 97 on dated 17-02-2017.

g

By Order

: - (Tarun Kapoor)
Pr. Secretary (Forests) to the
Government of Himachal Pradesh

Endst. No, as above Dated Slumia-l'?ll}(lz 25702-2017

Copy fo‘!'wal ded for information and n/a to'
The ACS to the Hon'ble Chief Minister, HP |
The Private Secretary to Hon'ble Chief Minister, 7.
The Private Secretary to Hon'ble Forest Minister, HP '
The Private Secretary to the Chief Secretary to the GoHP.
All the ACS/Pr. Secretaries/ Secretaries to the GoHP.
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFl;) HP, Shimla-1.
The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (WL) HP, Shimla-1.
The Managing Director, HPSFC Ltd. Shlmla-l’HUUQ '
9 The Accountant General, H.P. S]umla 4, 3
10 The Sr. Dy. Accountant General, H.P. Shimla-4.
11 All the Deputy Commissioners in HP.
12 All the Conservators of Forests, Himachal Pradcsn
13 All the DFOs in Himachal Pradesh. = :
14 The Controller, Printing and Stationary Depar[me'nl', HP Shimla 171005 with a request {o
publish the Notification in Extra Ordinary Gazetts at early date with 5 extra copies.
15 GAD Section, HP Secretariat w. r.t. the cabmct dee :.mn dated 17-02-2017,
16 Guard file (100) spare copies.
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(Sat Pal Dlmlm)l FEATLST
Joint Secretary (Forests) to the
Gavernment of Himachal Pradesh
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HIMACHAL PRADESH FOREST DEPARTMENT

RE-REVISED POLICY

-'?1

DEVELOPMENT OF EC1D TOURISM
IN HIMACHAL PR ADESH

2017




1. PREAMBLE

Himachal Pradesh, known for its rich natural iIleritage is amongst the top tourist
destinations in the country, both for national as well as international visitors. Recent
estimates,”place the number at about 160 lakh 'nsltors -more than twice the State's
population. However, much of the tourism related -activity is concentrated in four major
locations, Shimla, Manali, Dharamshala and Dalhou*;e A majority of the visitors do not get

al opportunity to experience the rich bio- cultural ﬂwerstty contained in the many Forest
areas, Sanctuaries and thlcmal Parks that compnse .5ucl'1 a large part of Himachal Pradesh.
The Forest Department of Himachal Pradesh fra“fneq an Eco-tourism policy during 2005 to
enable tourist to experience this national herltage The policy needed revision mainly due to
the procedural requirements of obtaining clearance of Eco-tourism sites under Forest
Conservation Act, 1980 as per guidelines of the Mlmstry of Environment, Forest & Climate
Change [MobF&CC] Government of India. Some changes in the. exzstmg policy document
have also been necessitated in the context of the evoivmg understandmg of Eco-Tourism
concepts and principles. 1 :

The Revised Eco-Tourism Pollcy 2016 aims at’ brmgmg the wilderness and virgin

ecosystems of Himachal Pradesh closer to wsntors and at the same time ensure adequate

safeguards and systems for the protectlcn and conservatlon of these natural resources, By
involving local communities, the policy would help m Jincreased liveliliood opportunities as
well as their involvement in aWareness bulldmg, protection and conservation, It also
envisages generation of financial returns which can. be ploughed back into proper up keep
and maintenance of the emflronment It shall alsv promote gl eater understanding and
appreciation for natural and cu!tur‘al heritage : '_
The ongomg Eco-Tourism projects also need to be r\1 looked at and reviewed in view of the
Central Ministry's gu:delmes on Eco- Tourlsm It ma‘ be necessary to evaluate the on- going
projects in order to decide on their further contmuahon after the culmination of the term of

these projects. .

2. CONCEPT ; S i

L] .

‘Eco-tourism’, in a very broad sense, means venturmg into and en}oymg nature in such a

way as o assure that negative 1mpact5 on the Qultural and natural environment are
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2| Page ' B it s '

e




minimized and mitigated. 1t is, therefore, respovlsible tourism, which, besides being

ecologically and culturally sensitive, helps the local communities in realizing social and

economic benefits.

'
&

This Policy is based on the understanding that mvnlvement of local communities in eco-
tourism would support their livelihood needs and cunsequently create a stake for them in

the conservation of local culture, ecology, and enwmnment.

3.VISION & OBJECTIVES . e

The vision is to preserve and protect the natural (BoLh flora and fauna) and cultulal heritage
of Himachal Pradesh, pr Qvade opportunities to enhauce lwellhood of local people generate
resources for sustainable development and pmmote greater understanding and
appreciation for this heritage through authentlc Eco: Tourism initiatives.

The Eco-Tourism Policy would encourage 2a partnership betWeen civil society (local
communities, , NGOs, Eco- Clubs, academic - mstltutlons] as - well as private
enterprlses/l;usinesses and | the State Governmeat Departments of Forest Tourism,
Fisheries, I&PH, Power & PWD. = i |
4. MISSION STATEMENT |

To make Himachal Pradesh a leading Eco-touriSrﬁ'déétinatlon, with Eco-Tourism attracting

at least 10% of overall tourists visiting the State by tll"e year 2030.

5. PRINCIPLES
Eco-Tourism can be one of the most viable optmns for cﬁnservation of natural resources
and sustainable development in a mountain State llke Himachal pradesh. It has to be
executed mindfully, with the minimum 1mpact to ms mre cultural awareness, tolerance, and
commitment to natural 'resc;urcedcunservatmn The Followmg Eco-Tourism principles will
form the basis of this policy: s
Design, coristruct and operate low-impact facrhtre 5.

+ Provide a positive exper ience for both visitors, and hosts.

« Build environmental; and cultural awareness .-mcl respect

. Minimize physical, social and behavmural nm,acts

. Provide direct financial benefits for conserrdtlon and livelihood opportunities to

local communities | s s 4 £ s : \“/
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ok « Deliver memorable interpretative experienée“ to visitors
+ Recognize the nghts and spiritual beliefs of tl*e local People
4 6. STRATEGY | st i o g
f;r The principles outlined above will be pufsued %,hmugh an appropriate strategy that

comprises the following components:-

A. Institutional Arrangements:

(i) Forest Department has created a Speciau' Pu fpose Vehicle in the form of ‘Himachal
Pradesh Ecotourism Society’ (HP. ECOSOC) registered vide No 422 dated 30-06-2006

under the Regjstration rules of Soc1etles Act; 1860 to assist in dellvermg the mission

and objectives of the Policy.

F | ::
,r,'. )

(ii) HP ECOSOC covers the entire State It w11 work w&th eco-tourism Societias at
Division/Circle level to faCJIltate PPP initiatives at identified locations and provide
guidance in furthe_ljance of the principles und_f';-rlying_ _thi_é_po[i'Cy.

The Division/Circle level societiés" shall be c};aired by thé concerned Conservator of
Forests/Chief Conservator of Forests of thr" Forest Cir cle concerned. The Local
Divisional Forest Ofﬂcer (T]/DFO (Hqtr] wﬂl be the Member Secretary of the
D1v1510n/Cucle Level Soczety and a membw of the Governing Body. The District
Tourism Development Ofﬂcer and representmwe of Deputy Commissioner as well as
representatives from the Zilla Parishad, Panchayat Samiti, Nagar and Gram
Panchayats will be members of the Governlng Body New Circle Level Societies shall
be constituted where these do not exist alre dy and existing Division Ievel Societies
shall be merged mto respective Circle Ieve‘ Societies in due course of time. The
Division/Circle Level Societies can meet on quarterly basis to review, monitor and
evaluate the 1mpiementat10n of various act‘v:tles of all Eco-tourism projects in a

Circle. The constitution is suggested as under-:-
| ! ;

(i) Chairman : o - CF/CCF concerned
(i) Member Secretary b i DFO(T)/DFO (HQ) of Circle
(iii) Representative of Deputy Commtrsmner ' Member

(iv) Representative of Zilla- Parishad’ Member

(v) Representative of Gram Panchaylts _ Member

(vi) Representative of BDC ] Member

(vii) Representative of Tourism Dep Member

(viii) All DFOs of the Circle o ‘Member

(ix) DM Forest Corporation ' Member
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(x) NGO/ CBO working in the field wﬁthin the Circle Member(one person)
This Governing body will be lesponﬂble for approving the annual budgets,
action plan. The society will have Supemswn Committees headed by the concer ned
DFOs who will be resﬁonsﬂale for all the day to day operations and preparing the
budget and annual plan etc. for approval of khe Governing Body. The constitution of

the Supervision Committee shall be as under

{. Divisional Forest Offncer Chief Executive Officer
2. Divisional Manager of HPSFDC Ltn 1 Member
3. All R.Os of Concerned Division ; - Member
4. Pradhan of the Gram Panchayat Member
5. SDO (1&P H) A Member
0. Representatlve of HIMURJA fob et o Mexnber
(Solar Energy) '
7. AM. HPSFDC Ltd Concerned i, Mermber
g. NGO/CBO (One Member) e Member

The Supervision Committees will look after projects and activities in the ar eé of the Division.

(iii) These‘Division/'Circle level societies wﬂl send their proposals for fresh eco-tourism
sites to HP ECOSOC for securing Govemmeut approval and further action for getting
project proposals pr‘epared and securmg Pe \rtners for their operation, py following
the procedure laid down in this pohcy _ ;

B. Creating awareness and capacity hmldmg of tjue principal stakeholders:

(i) HP ECOSOC will concentrate on capac1t3r puilding through expeneme sharing,
workshops, training programmes ‘and ﬁeld_wslts etc., either m-house or through
carefully selected organizations /entztles

i) To inculcate the spirit of envnronmental aw enesls at an early age, the Division level
Societies would engage students at vanous lc* vels beginning at the primary level.

(iii) HP ECOSOC will develop appropriate tra mng modules (continuous, practical &
partic;patory] and training matenal/case rudies for the various stakeholders and
.ensure that emergence of approprlate technulogies is to be advanced.

(iv)  Training programimes for nature guides,. apprematlon of flora/ fauna shall be
organized. It shall be the endeavour of the “mnsmn level Societies to train a pool of

" certified nature guides and provu:le thend fiv i*llhood opportunities. |
) Division/Circle le\}el Societies shall llalse- “iwith Community Based Organizations

(CBOs) working in the field of Natul al Re.i,burce Management for providing them
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training and other material relevant for eco-tt*drism

(vi)  For their education and awareness activities, i?iP ECOSOC and Division level Societies
shall leverage funds through the I:.xternally mded Projects, the CAT Plans, Capacity
Building programmes of H.P. State Tourls.m Development Board and resources
genérated from projects developed under PPE‘:mode.

C. Community Involvement g 1:

(i) The endeavour would be to extend .makimu.négbeuefit to the local community either
in the form of employment or res%iprce gj;';erleration Local communities will be
encouraged to come forward to take up var: ous economic or promotional activities
in their areas for furthering the wswn and obuectlves of thls policy.

(ii) Such local communities could be in the fo;;_m of PRIs, CBOs, User Groups, Mahiia
Mandal, Yuvak Mandals, Forest Develo;:n.méri.t.:.’Committees, Watershed development
commijttees, Eco- Clubs, Self-help groups etc. . |

(iii) Members of the local community will he reprﬂsented in the Division/Circle level
societies as well as ln the Executwe Body. ‘

D. Coordination with partner Depal‘tments _ ‘ L

(i) Necessary linkages . and synergles in the poncnes and proga ammes of all concerned
departments/agencies will be aimed at_}-_ly establishing effective coordination
mechanisms at the State and th._é Diétrici_: levé:;_.s. :

(i)  Linkages with other partner Debartménts sh_::éall be est.ablishecl in the HP ECOSOC
(at the level of Governing Body and ExeCutiv:-._:.:- qun"mittee] and other socizties.

(iii)  Linkages with other policies/programs of tH.é State Goverﬁment/otha-r States & Eco-

Tourism Societies of India will be established, SLICI;-_I'EIS the State Forest Policy and the New

Sustainable Tourism Development Policy 2013, etc'i._k‘

1
]

E. Marl{etmg
(i) HP ECOSOC shall pr0v1de a platform for e?fectlve marketing through website and
website linkages, which shall provide inforn:ation for online beoking of facilities
(ii)  Tie ups shall be' facilitated with organi'i;sltions/ entities/tour operators/ travel

agents/hoteliers engaged in tourism promo“{i{on.
(i)  HP ECOSOC shall utilize the services of P_.;f':b!icity Wing of Forest Department for
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(iv)

(v]

popularizing the eco-tourism destinations durin;,_g_ fairs and festivals.

The services of print and electronic media sgall:be utilized for dissemination of
aco-tourisin hot spots and potential sites so as t lure the ‘discerning tourist’.

Forest Rest Houses included under eco-L"ouI_‘iSI_n_E::. shall be used for marketing of eco-
tourism .products like camps/ nature walk'ij,/ trekking etc. by enhancing its

infrastructure.

F. Important Stakeholders and their functions:

a)

b)
c)

g)

Visitors: Responsible travel to natyral 'al‘e:as' and making available financial
contribution for conservation ofnatural hel‘itagr- and empowermem of local people.
Local Communities: Provide p051t1ve experlenr es for the visitors.

HP ECOSOC (Special Purpose Velucle] Practu e and promote ecotourism according
to the principles of ecotourism; Capar:lty bullq’mg of stakeholders; key interface for
ensuring FCA clearance and PPP partners. _ ‘

Division;’Circle level Societies: Managing :.gj;ll'operations for responsible eco-
tourism at ground level. . ol i

Government Departments (Forests, Tourisrl, PWD I&PH ‘Rural Development,
Revenue): Provide positive experiences for ° he mmtors, Minimize impact; Build
environmental, cultural awareness and respcct By 1mpiement1ng, and educating
others about ecotourism, contribute to tI_;:_-e positive  and more sustainable
development of the tourism industry, _ .

Concerned Panchayat, BDC and Zilla Parishad; Provide positive experiences for
the visitors.

Partners managing sites: Practice and pré;%ote ecotourism according to the

principles of ecotourism.

G. Development & Management of Eco-Tourism Aéj§ets

(i)

(ii)
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The State already boasts of a few van vihars an i nature awareness centres, It shall be
the endeavour to bring all the facets of such‘l‘glnature tourism related assets into a
common fold under jthe aegis of the instituti_;{;‘alnal arrangements envisaged in this
policy. | : ' : ?

Development of nature parks/ van vihars, natifi'e trails etc. that are impo"tant from

eco-tourism point of view shall be carried ow 50 that not only the tourists outside
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State have access to nature. State dwellers siu,ll also have an opportunity for nature
appreciation and recreation. Decisions :With respect to utilization and
management of these assets shall be taken ¢ ny the Division/Circle level Societies.

(iif)  Eco-tourism circuits shall be created, whlcl will allow the visitors to access the
existing infrastructure of Forest Rest }[Uuses/-ﬁco-Tourlsm camping sites.

(iv)  HP ECOSOC shall facilitate selection of p'artn':rs for Eco- Tourism sites in PPP mode
after taking approval of Govemment of HP. Tue guidelines about the management of
existing Eco-Tourism sites are also prov:ded in this policy document. Adherence to
guidelines will be overseen by the DiVlSlon/Ca cie level societies.

(v)  Trekking routes %hall be populanzed and 'nangements shall be worked out to
offer trekking packages to the discerning tfu'unst who may like to visit rural and
interior areas of the State, s W

(vi)  Eco-Tourism societies at division level shall mdeavour to tie up with school groups
and ceolleges for orgamzmg camps m selected Forest Rest Houses /Eco-Tourism
Camping sites operating under its aegis. : i

(vii)  Eco Circuits shall be created by these soc1etze» to lmk the poLentlaI sites.

H. Development and Management of. New Em- tourlsm Sltes ‘through Departmental

Mode and Public Private Partnership (PPP) ’-,-_

A constructive and mutually benefi'cial paz"'“‘nérship between the public and the
private sector would be worked out for developmmt of New Eco-Tourism Projects under
Public Private Partnership mode as per the prov, 9]01’15 'made under Himachal Pradesh
Infrastructure Development Act, 2001. Some sites ; hall be deveioped by the H.P. Tourism
Development Corporation (HPTDC) and the HP Stat 2 Forest Development Corporation Ltd
(HPSFDC) which are agencies of the State Govemme ,It 'HPTDC will be given preference over
HPSFDC if they ask for the same site. They will, h(, wever, be given only those sites which
they want to run on their own Few sites shall be; ‘developed in departmental mode. PPP
projects will only be given directly by the Fore Department ECOSOC & Circle Level
Societies may therefore take action accordmg]y
(i) Type of Structures ‘llluwed' %

No permanent structures will be allowed. Ol"'f following types of structures will be
allowed: | ' :

8|Page i : Vi i ' \h




(a) Tents of various types; L4
(b) Wooden structures; and :
(c) Pre-—i‘abrieated_ structures which can be 1‘em0ved.ﬂ_ 5,
In all these~ cases flooring of cement or tiles or stor;ie may be put up without building deep
foundation. ‘ '

(i) Modes of Operation;

The sites may be eperated in the fellow.ihg"n'l'ode%:.

(a) By the societies directly on departmental mode :

(b) By the H.P. Feunsm Development Corperatli .UH P, Fmest Development Corporation
and; . ;

(c) Through a private party/outsourcmg agency/PPT mode. These mll be given directly by the

Forest Department.

Even in depax tmental mode some semees may be outsourced or glven in PPP mode. Detailed

terms and conditions and model agreement wﬂl be &*veloped fm the sites.

(iii) Investment/Building of mfrastl ucture'
Infrastructure i.e. paths, roads, sewelagc water uppty and all bu11d1ngsfstruetures may be
developed in the following altematlves o
(a) All infrastructures to be build by Socwtles/T OUII sm Corporatmm’ Fe:est Corpmatlon
(b) Partial infrastructure by Societies & partlally our-somced/pnvate agericies;

(¢) All infrastructures by out- sourcmg to prlvate agtncnyPP mode.

Whoever builds the 1nfrastructu16 the ownersh,l: will lie with the Forest Department i.e.
Government. The private party or Corporatlons if al! owed 1o buzld infrastructure, will be on
behalf of Forest Department and assets created will tuereforc be owned by Forest Department
only.

The private party wall build mfrastructure oruly in land ailotted In case any work
pertaining to water supply or sewelage has to be done e,usuie the aIlotted area, Forest Department
may be asked to do the work on payment basis or sqciety may do it. If any infrastructure
belonging to Forest Depar tment of Govemment falls i lhe area it may be allowed to be used if

included in the project by the Porest Department

\
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(iv)  Nature/Forest Awareness Centres .

Those sites where all infrastructure belongs to F -;rest Department and is primarily used for
creating  df  awareness :'about - natmefforests “ training - regarding  environmental
protection/nature/forestr y and spreading message to the community, generating inlerest in nature
are considered as Forest sites and will also serve as “Nature/Forest Awareness Centres. These
centres will have experts on the subject and literature/audio visual aids and material etc. to create
awareness about Nature/Forests and sensitize thebwsﬁoh about Envlromnental Conservation.

(v) Time period of allocatmn to private partles. :
i. When all investment is made hy Socnety ies) of Forest Depar tment 3 yea.rs
extendable by 2 years : :
il. Where major investment is madé.by the priv: ite pérty-out'sourced agency: 10 years
extendable by 5 years. The time penod of ElllOl atlon for Tourrsm/Forest Corporation
will also be 10 years extendable by 5 years. :
(vi) Commomfacnlltles Tl e o ; _

In all the modes of operatlon 1t shail be ensu red that follomng commaon fac111tles are

available to the visitors:- ' .
a. Booking arrangement ;
b. Website ; and
C. Publicity.

(vii) MoEF & CC,GOI Guidelines regardmg FCA clr n‘ance. for E Eco tourism Projects:

As per Ministry of Enwronment Forests & Glimate Change GOI guidelines, an Eco-
Tourism project implemented in PPP mode Sl'lq” requ:re prior approval of Central

Government under the Forest Consewatlon Act, 1980 if it involves all or one or more of the
following, namely, . = 5
(@) De -notification of Forest land or apportiontheréﬂf.f_
~(b)  Breaking up or clearing of a forest land or'ponic‘;'ﬁ' thereof.

(c)  Assigning any forest land or any pcn tion thereof Ly way of lease or otherwise to any private
person or to any authority, COi‘pOlatIOH, agency or any « " other organization not owned,
managed or controlled by Government | b

(c) Clearing of trees which have grown naturally in:a forest land or a portion, for the purpose
' of using it for reforestation. _ ; &
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Efforts will therefore be made to identify sites v f_;t:___re-nonc of the above is involved and no

forest land is required to be given on lease o_r-;;_,?i)reaking of land or cutting of trees is

involved. Only in rare cases where there is no_-aiitefﬂative, sites requiring FCA clearance
be taken up. : . '
(viii) Allotment of Projects _ _ .

Such projects shall be allotted to the private sec-éor _f_hrough a transparent and competitive
process. The Guidelines issued by the Minisﬁy of Finat':"e Govemin’ent of India for Formulation,
Appraisal and Approval of Public Pllvate Partnershu Pl‘OJE:CtS shall be broadly followed for
greater transparency. The following stepw1sc pré’tedure 1hall be followed.

a) Step-I: Project Identification- Se,le;:‘_t:m_r_l_lgf,_}ne‘vi_l sites

New Eto-Toutisi Projects pl'Oposedf:té"b'e taken up through PPPs may be identified
through various channels of Forest Deparlfnent and forwarded to the HP ECOSOC by Circle level
societies. The forest land to be leased out for each 'proj't;ct shall be maximum upto one (1) hectare
and no fellmg of trees should be mvolved HP ECt ¥SOC will- assess prima facie feasibility
keeping in view relevant parameters of access, i rastlucturc, attractions, etc. and secure
government approval to proceed further in the malter Thls w111 involve engaging of consultants
for project formulation, prepaiation of blddmg docw nents and assisting in this process. The
Himachal Pradesh lnilastructure Davelopment Board ( HPIDB) shall be asked to assist in this

process as envisaged in the I—IP IDB Ac;t_ a;l_d_ as pcr__t}a;e mstructlons of the Finance Department

- issued from time to time. f Mt bis Lot

b)  Step-IL: Approval of HPIDB to Final Pm;ect ?roposal _

The HP ECOSOC thr ough -the Admlmstratwe. Department shall secure approval of the
HPIDB to the final shape of the project 111cludmg the -erms of concession agreement and period
of concession. The project period shall be kept for 10 ¢ vears extendable by 5 years which shall be
reckoned from the date of commercml operatlons of - ne ‘Project since at least a period of 6-12
months would be spent in gettmg all the clea1ance< The documents that would need to be
prepared would inter -a!za, include the various cnﬁreements to be entered into with the
concessionaire detailing the terms of the concessmn awi the rights and obligations of the various
parties, Typically, a PPP wﬂl; involve the concession, a;greement that will specify the terms of the
concession granted to the pri!vate party ahd will ihcluaj}e the rights and obligations of all parties.
\
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There could be associated agreements based on specij{ir;' requirements, The proposed RFP from
prospective parties will also be got approved from the HFIDB
¢)  Step-JIi: Approval of the project u"nder Fore"'_‘é' Conservation Act, 1980:

After the approval of the final project propos b’y the HPIDB, HP ECOSOC wherever
non-fotestry dctivities are involved shall get prepared fhe diversion proposal through concerned
Divisional level/Circle level societies and seek prior a::uprova] of the competent authority under
the Forest Conservation Act, 1980 in view of the .’; loEF & CC’s guidelines in this regard.
Payment of all the costs like Net Present Valuc (NP‘. ), Compensatory Afforestation (CA) and
other charges so required shall be borne by the HE;EC )SOC for which the funds shall be sought
initially from the Government by the HP ECOSOC SL 1sequently these funds shall be realized by

the Government from the Project awardees through HP_.ECOSOC. in due course on finalization of

the award and during period of commercial operations; bf the project. Alternatively when project
is given on PPP mode the private party may be asked 10 pay for these charges or asked to obtain
clearance at theu level. ; :
d) Step- IV Inwtatmn to Bids and Bld Cntena

Financial bids will be mvxted aftcr approval ﬁf the project under FCA, 1980 has been
obtained wherever required. An appropnate Concessu in Fee will be ﬁxed as blddmg parameter
for the selection of best bidder. The qualified bldder w}\o quotes the highest bcst bid/price shall be
selected for award of the project. hhg;blhty condltlons for bidders will be as specified in the RI'P

as per criteria enclosed at Annexule A. l*ar ehglbefsty criteria, preference will be given to

Himachalis.

(e) Step-V: Eco-restoration
(i) Sites that shall be offered for Ecb—Tburism.'.projec_ts shall be returned back by the
entrepreneur after the project period as envisaged ig;{' the Concession Agreement is over. The

1

entrepreneur shall pay eco-restoration charges as speciﬁed in the Concession agreements and any

qubscquenl agreements mutually arrived at lhereafter
(i)  Eco-restoration refers to the scientlﬁc prachr,e of ecological restoration, which is the
practice of renewing and restormg degraded, damaged: or destroyed ecosystems and habitants in

environment by active human intervention and aclion.?.} "

(i) The idea is to bring back the site to its orifinal condition (or as near to original as

i —
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possible), through interventions designed to (a) mmga?e the impacts caused by humans on forest
jands and (b) allow/ supplemem process of natulal rewuvenahon The structures pul up will be
transferred to Forest Department as such and will not bl ¢ removed.

€) Step-V1: Distribution of Revenues generated Lhrough Eco Tourism:

(i) HP ECOSOC and Division/Circle Level ECO-TL Lrism Societies shall act as the repository
of all possible sources of funding, like grants frfm State Tourism Department, Tourism
Department of Gol, HP State CAMPA and other such qourees

(i) HP ECOSOC and Division/Circle Level Eco- lourlsm Societies shall generate resources
from (a) levy of user chargesfconceselon fee on eco tovusm sites in PPP mode, (b) fees from van
vihars, camps, treks, tgails, film shooting, 1e5t houses er‘

(iif) Distribution of Revenue generated through El o—tourism sites, Van Vihars, Van Chetna
Kendra and Nature Awareness Centres and use of gow snment assets such as rest houses snall be
as under:

a) Slate.Governmem Share: 20% of the total . ”evenue realized shall be deposited in the
Government treasury. _ .

b) HP ECOSOC Share: 20% of the total revenue reallzed shall go to the HP ECOSOC

¢) Division/Circle Level Eeo-Tourism Soc1etv Share Remaining 60% revenue shall
remain with the Division/Circle Level Eco-:ourlsm Society to implement the action
plans and also for further sharing w;th the locm Gram Panchayatsfeommumtnes for which
appropriate guldeimes shall be framed. :

d) HPSFDC Ltd/ HPTDC Share: The HPSPIP Ltd. / HPTDC shall make use of 60%
share for the Promotion of Eco-Tourism as w_,.]l as a proportion out of this amount shall
go as revenue 10 ‘the Corporation. Appropr:ate isuidelines will be framed for this purpose.

I) Impact assessment studies, research and “do not Jisturb‘ practices:

(i) Impact assessment studies would be carried Cttll at periodic intervals so as to ascertain
1mpacts of eco-tourism on env1romnent and remedial measures taken.

(i) Impact assessment studies would also be camr,d out to gauge the efforts being made for
education and awareness about nature and ecology thrc’lgh eco-tourism.

(i)  The number of tourists permissible shall be »cept within limits. The carrying capacity
concept will be the eornerstone of the State’s Eco- Tou: +3m Policy. Carrying capacity shall be

determined for various eco—tounsm products i.e. sites, ¥ Pkkmg sites/trekking circuits.

(iv)  Eco-tourism wquld aim to have low impact ¢ 1 environment and minimal infrastructure
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requirements. &

(v) Regulatory measures to_ensute socaal cultural aod ‘environmental sustainability as well as
safety and security of tourists shall be enforced through approprxate instruments.

(vi) There.would be conscious effect towalds pover;g.:y alleviation, employment generation and
environmental regeneration. ‘

(viiy A set of ‘do not disturb’ gmdelmes would [ B issued for educating tounsis private
enterprises so as to inculcate the right eco-tourlsm spmt to mlmmlze the use of resources for
recreation and for general protection of naturoJ

(viii) Research shall be undertaken in vanous faccts of eco—tounsm with a view to encourage
eco-tourism, minimize ilegatwe 1mpacts eco- restmaqu techmques and technologies and to offer
better eco-tourism products 1nolud1ng theu: markotmg

J) Future Policy for Existing Sites - Impact Ass«ssment Studies:

Impact assessment studies to cvaluatc the on gomg pro_]eots shall be carried out
immediately * Based on that fresh prOJect formuiatlon s proposed by following the same process
as already specified for new sites. The only dlffercnce lmll be in seloctlon of PPP.partner. Swiss
Challenge method will be used for allotment on the c‘_lmmatlon of the term of the project. This
will allow the existing partners (sub]eot o their meetL;g ohg1b1hty condltlons) to match a higher
financial bid by any other person, subject to any mi mmum condluons of orlgmal bid amount
specified in the REP. The ex1stmg sites gwen for the 1rs m less than specified in this policy i.e. ten

years extendable by five years may bé brought mder the amended policy through mutual

I

agreement.

K)  Eco Club: :

An Eco Club wnll be created at Lhe State lovei tnr promotion of Environment conservation
related activities. Any individual interested in En' !nonmental conservation and Nature may
become member of the Club. The Club will promé ste Environment & Nature conservation in
Himachal Pradesh. All the persons staymg in any of e Eco-tourism sites will be encouraged 1o
become members of the Club in order 10 contmue helr long term association with the Eco-
tourism sites. It is hoped that the membership will i m\ rease gradually and will go in lakhs. There
will be tremendous support for such onwronmental ik zondly activities in H.P. Eco Clubs will be

registered as separate society with Chief Secretary as Chairman and the Hon’ble Chief Minister as
Chief Patron. ' e :
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5 Annexure-'A'
i Ve T

: 'Eco Tourism Project in Himachal Pradesh’

Minimum Eligibility Criteria: (SUGGESTIVE)

To be considered as technically qualified, a'Bi__ddB[‘ shell fulfil the following minimum eligibility

criteria (the " Minimum eligibility Criteria"):
" P S

A. Technical Capacity: For demonstrating technical ~capacity and experience (the

., ; =, o ‘ 2 ; .
"Technical Capacity™), the Bidder shall, over the past 1(one) financial year preceding the Bid
Due Date, have operated in India, any. travel & tourism or entertainment project witi:
minimum turnover/income of .........oinee(2 X Projsct Cost). Provided further that in case of

Himachali entrepreneurs, this shall be -I._‘F X ije.:t Cost.

B. Fmanclal Capacity: The Bldder shall have Nei Worth (the “Financial Capacity") of 0.5 of

Project Cost in absolute amount at the close of preu‘,r'mg financial year. Provided further that in

case of Himachali entrepreneurs, this shall be 0.3 of }?roject Cost.

Definition of Travel_& ITOurism -0-'1'.'Entertainri1ent Project:

1 Eco Tourism actwntles as per Central/ Stau, uovt guidelines

2 Hotel & restaurant

3 Resorts f

4 Heritage or Historical Monuments ;

5 Museum & Galleries

0 Lodging & Catering

7 Transport

8 Tour Operators

9 Travel Agents. = B

10 Information & Guiding

11 Adventure "

42 Wildlife Attractions

13 Castles | :

14 Leisure Parks | |

15 Sports Complex ' ;

16 Event Management s

17 Multiplex

18 Shopping Mall & Festival

19 Banquets N

20 Cinema & Film - 'll 5 ;

21 Theatre s _ \)
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